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Retention of steel framed chicken shed (Affecting a Public Right of Way)(Revised 
Scheme of 20/00498/FL) – The Yews, Baslow Road, Holymoorside, Chesterfield S42 
7BH 
 
Adam’s Happy Hens is a local free-range egg business with a popular farmshop that has 
been important for many people during lockdown. Adam is the third generation of his 
family working the farm and he is passionate about its future.  
 
In August last year the Council granted planning permission for a chicken shed.  
 
Due to a mix up the building does not match exactly with the approved plans. Adam 
apologised and stopped work.  
 
There are three differences between the two schemes:  
 
1. The building has its ridgeline east-west instead of north-south.  

2. Four translucent roof panels have been added for natural light, and  

3. The building is in a slightly different position, but by no more than 2m  
 
The building is the same size as the one approved last year.  
 
We ask you to focus your decision on whether the 3 differences would result in any greater 
impact than the approved building.  
 
The objections are not about the changes, but about a building being there at all. The main 
objector bought their house after the original planning permission was approved.  
 
The building is almost 43m from the neighbours gardens and is only visible because the 
applicant kindly cut the hedges at the neighbours request.  
 
The building is square so changing the orientation of the roof has not changed the length 
of the building as viewed from the neighbours. Instead, it has changed what would have 
been a gable end to a sloping roof.  
 
As you know, private views are not a material planning consideration.  
 
The chicken shed will replace four wooden sheds. Two of these are nearer to the 
neighbours.  
 
The existing sheds are old and do not have sufficient height to allow good airflow or to 
allow a tractor in for cleaning out. The timber buildings increase the chances of red mite 
and they are a fire risk. The mud around the four buildings and their old design is making 
egg collection, feeding and caring for the chickens difficult.  
 
 



 

 

Because of bird flu regulations all birds must currently be kept inside and Adam is very 
keen to get them in the new building which will significantly improve their air quality and 
give them a bit more space.  
 
There are significant operational and animal welfare reasons for needing the new building.  
Your planning policies fully support an essential agricultural building. As you know, this is a 
working landscape with many farm buildings.  
 
The building has no greater impact than the one already approved. You could refuse 
permission today and Adam would have to spend money turning the building 90 degrees, 
but what would this achieve?  
 
We ask you please to support this hardworking local farmer to complete the building & give 
his hens the best possible quality of life.  
 
Thank-you. 
  


